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(57) Abstract 


A container (1) for drinks, comprising a bottom 
wall (8) and a top wall (2) having a portion (4) which 
can be pulled to create an aperture (12). The container 
(I) comprises a straw element (6) having a lower end 
(7a. 9a) in contact with the bottom wall (8),. and an 
upper end (7b, 9b) in contact with the top wail (2) when 
closed. Resilient mcahisTlO) aie provided pushing the 
upper end (9b) against the closed top wail (2). When 
the aperture (12) is coeated, the resilient means (10) are 
released and the upper end (9b) of the straw clement (6) 
protnidcs from the top wall (2) thus allowing to have 
the drink. The straw element (6) may comprise an outer 
straw member (7) fixed in the container (1) and having 
inside an inner straw member (9) having the resilient 
means (10) at its lower tnd {9a), pushing its upper end 
(9b) against said top wall (2) when closed. Otherwise 
the straw element (6) has resilient means consisting in 
an helical tubular portion (20). 
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TITLE 

CONTAINER FOR DRINKS AND DRINKING STRAW PROVIDED THEREIN 

DESCRIPTION 

Field of rhft invention 
5 The present invention relates to a container for 

drinks already comprising a drinking straw inside, so 
that the latter is available when opening th^ container. 

Dpgcriprinn of the prior- art 

The problem of providing a clean drinking straw or 

iO other means for drinking for use with a container such as 
a beverage can is felt. In fact, drinking the beverage 
directly at the aperture of a can is not hygienic, since 
the can is normally exposed to dirt. 

In some cases, container are provided for with a 

15 wrapped stiff drinking straw glued on their outer 
surface. However, a straw longer than the height of the 
container must be provided, and this is possible only 
with containers having flat lateral faces or with 
flexible containers. In case of cans which do not have 

20 flat lateral faces, the maximum length of a drinking 
straw could be the height of the can itself and could not 
be advantageously used to have all the beverage. 

Beverage containers comprising drinking means 
provided inside already exist. For example, cans are 

25 known having an upper lid and a spout element 
automatically projecting from an opening on the lid when 
the opening is created by pulling a tab. In such a case, 
however, the drinking action cannot be performed by 
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sucking the beverage, like when using a straw, and the 
can must be inclined to be emptied. 

Cans are also known having inner straw members 
comprising floating means. The latter provides t:o the 
5 former a buoyancy force which enables a straw end to 
protrude from the opening of the lid after pulling the 
tab. The floating means, however, require means for 
aligning the straw with the opening, thus complicating 
the structure of the container. 

JO It is an object of the present invention to provide 

a container for drinks of simple structure, already 
comprising a drinking straw inside, so that the latter is 
available when opening the container and allows to have 
the beverage without substantially inclining the 

15 container. 

Summary of the invention 

According to the present invention, a container for 
drinks is provided, comprising- a straw element having a 
lower end in contact with the bottom wall of the 

20 container, and an upper end in contact with the top wall 
of the container when closed, resilient means are 
provided pushing the upper end against the closed top 
wall, said upper end of said straw element protruding 
from said top wall when an aperture is created in the 

25 latter. 

In a first aspect of the invention, the straw 
element comprises an outer straw member fixed to said 
container between said top and said bottom walls and an 
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inner straw member coaxially and freely inserted in said 
outer straw member. The inner straw member has said 
resilient means at its lower end, pushing its upper end 
against the top wall of the container so that the upper 
5 end of the inner straw member protrudes from the top wall 
when the aperture is created. Both the inner and the 
outer straw members are tapered, whereby pulling the 
upper end of the inner straw member causes the latter to 
in the outer straw member thus forming said straw 

10 element as a continuous body. 

In a second aspect of the invention, the resilient 
means consists in an helical tubular portion comprised 
between the upper end and the lower end of the straw 
element. The helical tubular portion remains slightly 

15 compressed between the bottom and top wall when the 
latter is closed. After opening the top wall, the release 
of the helical tubular portion pushes the upper end 
outside the opening there created. 

Rrifif d^grription of the drawings 

20 Further characteristics and advantages of the 

container according to the present invention will be made 
more apparent in the description which follows of two of 
its possible embodiments, given as examples, but not 
limitative, with reference to the above-mentioned 

25 drawings, in which: 

- figures lA and IB show a perspective view of a beverage 
container according to a first aspect of the invention, 
with a drinking straw element in a first and a second 
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operative position, respectively; 

- figure 2 shows a perspective exploded view of a 
drinking straw element formed by an inner and an outer 
straw member ; 

5 - figures 3A, 3B and 3C show a cross sectional view of a 
drinking straw element according to a first embodiment: of 
the invention in three operative positions. 

- figures 4A and 4B show a perspective view of a beverage 
container according to a second aspect of the invention, 

10 with a drinking straw helical element in a first and a 
second position, respectively. 

Description of the prf^ferred embodimf^ntP! 
With reference to figures lA and -IB, a beverage 
container such" as a can 1 has a top wall 2 with a tab 3 
15 for pulling a wall portion 4 of the top wall 2 integral 
to the latter through a ruptursible line 5. 

As shown in figure lA, a straw element 6 is 
provided having an outer straw member 7 fixed inside can 
1 between a top wall 2 and a bottom wall 8 thereof, at 
20 upper end 7b and lower end 7a respectively of outer straw 
member 7, and an inner straw member 9 which is coaxially 
and freely inserted in outer straw member 7, as also 
illustrated in figures 2 and 3A.™Inner straw member 9 has 
at its lower end 9a resilient means, in this case a coil 
25 spring 10, pushing its upper end 9B against top vrall 2 
when closed (fig. lA) . 

As shown in figure IB, when an aperture 12 is 
created in top wall 2 by pulling tab 3 and removing or 
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at least bending wall portion 4, coil spring 10 is 
released and enables upper end 9b of inner straw member 9 
to protrude from aperture 12. Spring 10 at rest (fig. 3B) 
is longer than in the compressed position of figure '3A so 
5 that, after opening the can, upper end 9b arrives to an 
intermediate position indicated by a dotted line in fig. 
lA and shown in cross sectional view in fig. 3B. 

As shown in said figures, both outer and inner 
straw members *7 and 9~" are'^^sTightly"" tapered7"~~whereby 

10 pulling upper end 9b up to the position of figures 3C and 
IB causes inner straw member 9 to fit in outer straw 
member 7 thus forming straw element 6 as a continuous and 
whole body. Straw element 6 is clean and enables the user 
to drink fully the beverage contained in can 1, like a 

15 normal drinking straw. 

Straw element 6 can be advantageously made of 
metallic material, such as the same aluminium metal 
normally used to make cans. In .this case, outer straw 
member 7 may be welded to top wall 2 in a point 13 

20 { f igure IB and 3 C ) near to the point where another 
welding must be made, to fix tab 5 to portion 4 of wall 
2. Outer straw member 7 is also on contact with bottom 
wall 8, which has normally a curved shape. Therefore, an 
aperture 14 remains free under outer straw member 7 thus 

25 enabling the beverage to pass when sucked, in the 
direction of the arrows of figure 3C. 

According to another aspect of the invention, as 
illustrated in figures. 4A and 4B, a can 1 of the same 
type described above comprises a straw element 16 having 
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a lower end 19a on contact with the curved bottom wall 8 
of can 1; and an upper end 19b pushed against top wall 2 
when closed (fig. 4A) by resilient means consist inq in an 
helical tubular portion 20 comprised between upper end 
19b and lower end 19a. Helical tubular portion 20 remains 
slightly compressed between bottom wall 8 and top wall 2 
when the latter is closed. After: opening top wall 2, as 
shown in figure 4B, in other words when an aperture 12 is 
created in top wall 2 by pulling tab 3 and removing or 
at least bending wall portion 4, the release of helical 
tubular portion 2 0 pushes upper end 19b outside aperture 
1-2. 

Also in this second aspect of the invention straw 
element 16 is clean and enables the user to drink fully 
the beverage contained in can 1, like a normal drinking 
straw. 

In order to prevent straw element 16 from moving 
-inside can 1 when closed, a tie element 21 is provided 
for loosely bent around upper end 19b and welded to top 
wall 2. ^ 

With reference to both aspects of the invention 
above described and illustrated, in case bottom wall 8 
were not curved, an opening can be made at lower end 7a 
or at lower end 19a to enable the beverage to be sucked 
through straw element 6 or 16, respectively. Moreover, an 
housing may be advantageously provided for in bottcm wall 
8 for lower end 7b or 19b, to prevent them from moving 
with respect to a desired position. 

The foregoing description of the specific 
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embodiments will so fully reveal the general nature of 
the invention that others can, by applying current 
knowledge, readily modify and/or adapt for various 
applications such specific embodiments without undue 

5 experimentation and without departing from the generic 
concept, and, therefore, such adaptations and 
modifications should and are intended to be comprehended 
within the meaning and range of equivalents of the 
disclosed embodiments. The means and materials for 

10 carrying out various disclosed functions may take a 
variety of alternative forms without departing from the 
invention. It is to be understood that the phraseology or 
terminology employed herein is for the purpose of 
description and not of limitation. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A container (1) for drinks, comprising a top wall (2) 
and a bottom wall (8), said top wall having a portion (4) 
which can be pulled to create an aperture (12) , 
characterized in that it comprises a straw element (6) 
having a lower end (7a, 9a, 19a) in contact with said 
bottom wall (8) , and an upper end (7b, 9b, 19b) in 
contact with said top wall (2) when closed, resilient 


means (10, 20) being provided pushing the upper end (9b, 
10 19b) against the closed top wall (21., s^aid^jipper end (9b., 
19b) of said straw element (6, 16) protruding from said 
top wall (2) when said aperture (12) is created and said 
resilient means (10, 20) are released. 

2, Container according to claim 1, wherein said straw 
15 element (6) comprises an outer straw member (7) having 
upper and lower ends (7b, 7a) on contact with said top 
wall (2) and said bottom wall (8) and an inner straw 
member (9) coaxially and freely inserted in said outer_ 
straw member (7) , said inner straw member (9) having said 
20 resilient means (10) at its lower end (9a) pushing its 
upper end (9b) against said" top wall (2) when closed, 
said upper end (9b) of said inner straw member (9) 
protruding from said top wall (2) when said apertuire (12) 
is created- 

25 3, Container according to claim 2, wherein both said 
inner and said outer straw members (7, 9) are tcipered, 
said upper end (9b) of said inner straw member (9) , when 
protruding from said top wall (2) through said aperture 
(12) , allowing said inner straw member (9) to be pulled 
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and to fit in said outer straw member (7) thus forming 
said straw element (6) as a continuous body. 
4. Container according to the previous claims, wherein 
said straw element {€) is made of aluminum. 
5 5. Container according to claims 2 to 4, wherein said 
outer straw member (7) has its upper end (7b) welded to 
said top wall (2) at said aperture (12) , 

6. Container according to claim 1, wherein said straw 
element '(6)' "has sai'd resilient means consisting in an 

10 helical tubular portion (20) comprised between said upper 
end (19b) and said lower end (19a) of the straw element, 
said helical tubular portion (20) remaining compressed 
between said bottom (8) and top wall (2) when the latter 
is closed, the release of the helical tubular portion 

15 (20) when said aperture (12) is created pushing said 
upper end {19b) outside said aperture (12.) . 

7. Container according to claim 6, wherein a tie element 
(21) is welded to said top wall (2) at said aperture (12) 
and is loosely bent around said straw element (16) at its 

20 upper end (19b) - 

8. Container according to the previous claims, wherein 
said bottom wall is curved. 

9. Container according to the previous claims, wherein a 
housing is provided for in said bottom wall for said lower 

25 end (7b 19b) of said straw element (6, 16), to prevent the 
latter from moving with respect to a desired position. 

10. A container for drinks substantially as above 
described and illustrated with reference to the attached 
drawings . 
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